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NEW RUSSIA TOWNSHIP ZONING RESOLUTION 
 

Originally adopted by Township Trustees: November 4, 1952 
 

PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS 
 

Entire Text and Map  Amended September 17, 1973; 
Adopted November 7, 1973;     Effective January 1, 1974. 
 
Map (B-C Land Co. L1-1 to R1-1)   
Amended May 13, 1975; 
Adopted June 6, 1975;     Effective July 9, 1975. 
 
Map (Walker & Tingler R1-3 to GB-1)   
Amended April 11, 1977; 
Adopted June 20, 1977;     Effective July 20, 1977. 
 
Map (Yacyszyn R1-2 to GB-1)   
Amended September 11, 1978;  
Adopted October 17, 1978;     Effective November 17, 1978. 
 
Text Amended June 11, 1979;   
Adopted August 6, 1979; Effective September 6, 1979. 
 
Map (Worcester/Starbuck R1-2 to GB-1)   
Amended June 2, 1981; 
Adopted July 13, 1981;     Effective August 13, 1981; 
(Court released October 13, 1982) 
 
Text and Map (Crystal Inn R1-1 to GB-1)  (Midway Golf Course R1-1 to GB-1)   
Amended February 1, 1982; 
Adopted March 2, 1982;    Effective April 1, 1982. 
 
Text and Map (Graham R1-3 to R1-1)   
Amended August 9, 1982; 
Adopted September 13, 1982;    Effective October 13, 1982. 
 
Map (Crystal Inn R1-1 to GB-1)   
Amended March 14, 1983; 
Adopted April 11, 1983;     Effective May 11, 1983. 
 
Text Amended (Sanitary Landfill R1-1)  August 8, 1983; 
Adopted October 3, 1983;     Effective November 2, 1983. 
 
Text and Map (GB-1 expanded area Rte. 20)  
Amended August 5, 1985;   
Adopted September 16, 1985; Effective October 16, 1985. 
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ZONING RESOLUTION AS SET FORTH BY THE NEW RUSSIA TOWNSHIP 
TRUSTEES LORAIN COUNTY, OHIO 

 
A Resolution providing for the zoning of the unincorporated area of New Russia Township by 
regulating the location, the size and use of buildings and structures, the area and dimensions of 
lots and yards and the use of land and for such purposes dividing the unincorporated area of the 
Township into zones or districts of such numbers, sizes, and shapes as are deemed best suited to 
carry out said purposes, providing a method of administration, and prescribing penalties and 
proceedings for the administration and enforcement of this Resolution. 
 
WHEREAS, the Trustees of New Russia Township deem it in the interest of the public health, 
safety, and economic stabilization of said Township and its residents to establish a general plan of 
zoning for the unincorporated area of said Township 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Trustees of New Russia Township. 
 
Rules and regulations for the zoning of the unincorporated lands in New Russia Township, Lorain 
County, Ohio.  

 
 

Adopted by: 
The New Russia Township Trustees 

New Russia Township Hall 
46300 Butternut Ridge Road 

Oberlin, Ohio 44074 
440-775-7782 

www.newrussiatownship-oh.gov 
 

http://www.newrussiatownship-oh.gov/
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EFFECTIVE DATE 
This Resolution shall become effective from and after the date of its approval and adoption by the 
Board of Township Trustees, as provided in ORC 519.12. 
 
AREA OF JURISDICTION 
The provisions of this Resolution apply to all unincorporated zoned areas of New Russia Township, 
Lorain County, Ohio. 
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201.01  Dwellings in an Agriculture District 
Dwellings on the same property as agricultural operations are not herein defined as 
agricultural structures and are subject to all requirements contained in this Resolution. 

 
201.02  Raising/Maintaining livestock (Farm Animals) 

 
A. In a platted subdivision approved under Revised Code Section 711.05, 711.09 or 

711.10, or in any area consisting of fifteen or more lots approved under Revised Code 
Section 711.131 that are contiguous to one another, or some of which are contiguous 
to one another and adjacent to one side of a dedicated public road, and the balance of 
which are contiguous to one another and adjacent to the opposite side of the same 
dedicated public road, the following regulations shall apply: 

 
1. On lots of one acre or less, the breeding, raising, or maintaining of farm animals 

such as horses, pigs, cows, sheep, goats, chickens, and similar livestock is 
prohibited. 

2. On lots greater than one acre but not greater than five acres, a lot owner may 
stable or keep livestock provided buildings or stables incident to the housing of 
livestock shall not be permitted within fifty (50') feet of a dwelling or an 
adjacent property line. 

3. There shall be at least one (1) acre per horse or pony on a single property on 
which the horses or ponies are stabled. 

 
B. No owner of any lot in a platted subdivision shall permit the use of any lot for the 

keeping of farm animals or livestock that produces, directly or indirectly, the noxious 
odor of the animals and livestock, insects, flies or other carriers of waste material, 
including, but not limited to, the transmission or flow of animal waste through the 
ground or by air from the lot to any adjoining lot or public right-of-way, or any other 
result of an animal or an animal husbandry ownership or use, which endangers the 
public's health, safety and general welfare on the lot or the owners or occupier of any 
adjoining lot, and the Board of Township Trustees may determine and find any such 
use to be a nuisance and that such nuisance causes injury to the property of another, 
endangers life and health, is offensive to the senses, violates laws of decency, or 
obstructs the reasonable and comfortable use of one's property. 
 

201.03  Farm Market 
Pursuant to ORC 303.21, Farm markets are allowed in any zoning district if fifty (50%) 
percent or more of the gross income received from the farm market is derived from 
produce raised on farms owned or operated by the market operator in a normal crop 
year.  Farm markets that do not provide more than fifty (50%) percent of the gross 
income from produce raised on land owned or operated by the market operator are 
considered a commercial use and shall be located in a commercial zoning district. All farm 
markets are subject to Site Plan Review for the consideration of size/setback of 
structure(s), parking areas, and ingress/egress. 
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302  ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS 
For the purpose of regulating and restricting the location of buildings, structures and land use, 
New Russia Township is divided into zoning districts as shown on the Official Zoning Map.  These 
districts include the following and may be illustrated on the Official Zoning Map: 

 
ZONING DISTRICTS 

 

R1-1 Agricultural Residential District 

R1-2    Low Density Residential District 

R1-3    Medium Density Residential District 

MR-1 Multiple Family Residential District 

PUD    Planned Unit Development 

NB-1    Neighborhood Business District 

GB-1    General Business District 

LI-1      Light Industrial District 

HI-1     Heavy Industrial District 

MS-1    Motorist Service District 

IP-1      Industrial Park District 
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C. Conceptual drainage plan; 

D. Location and the amount of open space(s); 

E. Gross lot acreage, net lot acreage, maximum allowable density, proposed density with 
calculations indicated; 

F. Maximum site coverage (not required for detached single-family PUD's) 

G. Topography at two-foot contour intervals; 

H. Existing features of the development site, including major wooded areas, streets, 
easements, utility lines, and land uses; 

I. Street layout and names along with sidewalk/pedestrian walkway locations. 

J. Existing buildings to remain or to be removed, and if the existing buildings remain, 
indicate proposed use; 

K. All proposed signs excluding street signs; 

L. Proposed method of street lighting; 

M. Landscape material to be used, and proposed locations; 

N. Location, area, and dimensions of all lots, setbacks, and building envelopes; 

O. Required number of parking spaces, and number of spaces proposed. 

P. Development plan shall illustrate existing natural land features. 
 
803  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
The Board of Township Trustees, Zoning Commission, and/or Zoning Inspector may require 
additional information such as professionally prepared maps, studies or reports including 
environmental assessments and/or traffic impact studies for the development.  The expense for 
this information is the responsibility of the applicant. 

 
803.01 Open Space is defined as: 

 
A. Any land area designated in any type of land use or site plan, exclusive of streets, rights of 

way and buffer zones, which provide for park, playground, school, recreational or similar 
public purposes, scenic resources and/or historical sites, or 

 
B. Any land area in which the preservation in its present use would: 

 
1. Conserve and enhance natural or scenic resources; 
 
2. Protect streams or water supply; 
 
3. Promote conservation of soils, wetlands, or tidal marshes; 
 
4. Enhance the value to the public of abutting or neighboring parks, forest, wildlife 

preserves, nature reservations or sanctuaries or other open space; 
 
5. Enhance recreation opportunities; 
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c. The access area may be separated from the private lots around the pond by 
means of a permanent landscape feature such as bollards, fencing, low stone 
walls etc. so it is clear it is a common lot. 

 
d. Provide at least one feature in the access area such as fishing docks, gravel 

paths or a gazebo to increase enjoyment of the pond. 
 
2. Useable accessible and consolidated open space quality requirements: 
 

a. It must be accessible by all residents of the subdivision. 
 
b. It must have at least two amenities such as a gravel or paved walking trail, 

gazebo, birdhouse, benches, playground, community building, tennis court, 
community pool etc. 

 
c. Other than desired buffering from the major road artery of the subdivision 

the open space should be concentrated for maximum usability.   
 
d. The open space is separated from the private lots around it by means of a 

permanent landscape feature such as bollards, fencing, low stone walls etc. 
so it is clear it is open space. 

 
e. Areas in the floodway do not count towards useable, accessible, and 

consolidated open space. 
 
f. Cemeteries do not count towards useable, accessible, and consolidated open 

space.  
 
g. Dry detention ponds cannot count towards the requirement for 25% percent 

useable, accessible, and consolidated open space.  
 
h. Easements for hazardous materials such as natural gas and oil pipelines that 

are usable for passive recreation activity can be counted towards the 
requirement 15% percent useable, accessible, and consolidated open space.  
 

D. An open space area void of buildings, structures, parking areas, or other above-
ground improvements shall be maintained along all perimeter property lines of the 
Planned Unit Development as follows: 

 
1. When abutting Residential Districts, an open space perimeter area shall be 

provided that has a minimum depth equal to the required rear yard setback of 
the PUD's underlying zoning district; 

 
2. When a residential area of a Planned Unit Development abuts a Non-residential 

District, an open space perimeter area shall be provided that has a minimum 
depth of fifty (50') feet. 

 
E. Building height shall be in accordance with the underlying zoning. 
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G. Telephone, electrical, cable, and other utility appurtenances shall be sufficiently 
screened. 
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B. A site plan drawn to scale showing the location of the proposed excavated area, 
final grades, location of any existing or proposed buildings, septic tanks, leach 
fields, wells, easements, ditches, and utility lines within five hundred (500') feet of 
the perimeter of the area; 

 
C. General location map;  

D. Location of haul roads on the property and proposed truck routes to the property; 
 
E. A drainage plan indicating the directional flow of water, constructed drain ways, 

holding canals, natural waterways used for drainage, and the streams or tributaries 
receiving this discharge; 

 
F. A reclamation plan of the area to be affected, including a specific reuse of the 

property, upon completion of the excavation. 
 

1405.03  General Conditions and Design Requirements 
The mineral extraction operation shall be conducted in accordance with the following 
conditions: 
 

A. A minimum site area of twenty-five (25) acres; 
 
B. The excavated area shall not exceed twenty (20%) percent of the total site area; 
 
C. The excavated area shall have a one hundred (100') feet minimum setback from 

any public road right-of-way; 
 
D. Excavated areas shall be no closer than three hundred (300') feet separated from 

septic tanks, water wells and leach fields in accordance with Health Department 
Standards. 

 
E. If the reclamation of the site includes a pond, the pond shall have a minimum 

depth of seventeen (17') feet.  Within fifteen (15') feet of the shoreline, the 
average slope of the submerged areas of the pond shall be no steeper than 3 to 1.  
From the shoreline away from the water, the grade shall be no steeper than 4 to 
1 within twenty (20') feet of the shoreline. 

 
F. No materials shall be hauled to the property for use as fill, except for clean clay 

material which may be required for a lake or other material(s) approved by the 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources. 

 
G. An appropriate amount of topsoil must be left on the site to establish and 

maintain vegetation. 
 
H. In areas where sanitary sewers are not available, backfilling for any proposed 

housing pad site and leach field areas as shown on the reclamation plan shall be 
distributed in accordance with Health Department Standards. The topsoil on a 
proposed housing site shall be stripped and stored, then the area backfilled and 
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compacted with the excavating material, the topsoil replaced over the backfilled 
area(s), and final grading completed. 

 
I. All backfilling and excavating material distribution shall be certified in writing to 

the Township Zoning Inspector as conforming to the site grading plan and 
reclamation plan.  The written certification shall be submitted by a professional 
engineer or surveyor and shall be submitted at the time of completion or in 
phases as required by the provisions of the Conditional Use approval. 

 
J. Any areas not backfilled must be drained with ditches, which must include 

culverts under all driveways to eliminate any standing water.  This is the 
responsibility of the property owner. 

 
K. All haul roads shall be properly maintained to control dust and shall have a gate 

to control ingress and egress.  All truck routes shall be cleaned and maintained 
daily. 

 
L. The entire excavated area and equipment storage area shall be completely fenced 

in before any excavation begins and shall be maintained. 
 
M. In addition to any bonds required under the State of Ohio Surface Mine Law (ORC 

Chapter 1514), a bond of two-thousand dollars ($2,000) per site acre shall be filed 
with New Russia Township to guarantee satisfactory development and 
completion of a lake or pit.  The entire project shall be bonded at once, and not 
bonded one acre at a time.  All bonds shall be obtained prior to the start of any 
earthwork.  Bonds shall be released by the Board of Township Trustees following 
fulfillment of all conditions of the Conditional Use permit. 

 
1406  MORE THAN ONE PRINCIPAL BUILDING 
No more than one (1) principal building may be located on a single parcel, except when the 
following uses are permitted in the zoning district: 

 
Assisted Living Facility  Multiple Family Dwellings 
Church Or Place of Worship  Nursing Home 
Manufactured Home/Mobile Home Public Use 
   (In a Manufactured Home Park) Self-Storage Facilities 
School   Greenhouses 
 

1407  NOISE 
Noise Control will be enforced by local law enforcement in accordance with Chapter 505 of the 
Ohio Revised Code. 
 
1408  PONDS 
Section 1408 does not apply to an agricultural pond in accordance with ORC 303.21. 
 

1408.01  General Requirements for Ponds 
 

A. Ponds shall not be permitted in any Zoning District on parcels less than two (2) acres. 
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2. Where a satellite dish antenna is proposed to be independently supported, it shall not 
exceed fifteen (15') feet above surrounding grade. 

 
3. Where a satellite dish antenna is proposed to be attached to a roof of a building, the 

maximum height shall not exceed fifteen (15') feet above the highest point of the roof 
it is located on. 

 
C. In accordance with the Telecommunications Act of 1996, satellite dish antennas with a 

diameter of two (2) meters (78.74 inches) or less when located in a Commercial or Industrial 
District are exempt from the provisions of this Resolution.  Satellite dish antennas with a 
diameter more than two (2) meters (78.74 inches) are permitted in Commercial and 
Industrial Districts provided: 

 
1. The satellite dish antenna shall be located toward the rear of the lot, at least ten (10') 

feet away from the main building, and setback from the rear and side property line, a 
minimum of ten (10') feet. 

 
2. Where a satellite dish antenna is proposed to be independently supported, it shall not 

exceed fifteen (15') feet above surrounding grade. 
 
3. Where a satellite dish antenna is proposed to be attached to a roof of a building, the 

maximum height shall not exceed fifteen (15') feet above the highest point of the roof 
it is located on. 

 
1411  SUPPLEMENTAL YARD REGULATIONS 
In addition to all yard regulations specified in each Zoning District, the following provisions shall 
be required as indicated: 

 
1411.01  Setback requirements for Corner Lots 

On a corner lot, the principal building and any accessory structures shall be the same 
setback distance from all right-of-way lines as is required for the front yard setback in the 
district in which the structures are located. 
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A. The applicant shall provide proof that the proposal to construct a tower or attach 

equipment to an existing structure has been approved by all other agencies and 
governmental entities with jurisdiction (i.e. Federal Communication Commission, 
Federal Aviation Administration, Ohio Department of Transportation); 

 
B. The applicant shall demonstrate that no suitable site is available in a non-residential 

district and shall be located on its own lot which meets the area and setback 
requirement as approved by the Board of Township Trustees; 

 
C. All accessory buildings shall be screened with fencing, masonry, shrubbery, or other 

screening as approved by the Board of Township Trustees; 
 

D. The applicant shall notify the Township Zoning Inspector within thirty (30) days of 
ceasing operations at the site.  The removal of the structures and buildings is required 
within ninety (90) days of ceasing operations; 

 
E. No advertising or illumination other than that required by law may be located on the 

structure.   
 

F. Stealth technology 
 

G. Regulations in Section 1413 do not apply to Amateur Radio towers.  Such towers shall 
comply with all applicable sections of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 
1414  TEMPORARY BUILDINGS AND USES 
 

A. Temporary buildings, construction trailers, equipment and materials used in conjunction 
with construction work may be permitted only on the lot on which construction is occurring 
and only during the period construction work is in progress.  Such temporary facilities shall 
be removed upon completion of the construction work. 

 
B. Real estate sales offices, which shall contain no residence, shall be permitted within any 

district for any new subdivision for a period of one (1) year beginning on the date the Final 
Plat is approved.  Extensions of such use may be granted by the Board of Zoning Appeals.  
Such offices shall be removed upon the completion of the sales of the subdivision lots, or 
upon the expiration or extension of the Zoning Certificate, whichever occurs first. 

 
C. A Zoning Certificate may be issued by the Zoning Inspector for outside or seasonal sales 

within any commercial district.  All goods located outside must be within four (4') feet of 
the principal building and not create a traffic, fire, or pedestrian hazard.  Temporary 
structures used for seasonal or outside sales may be permitted for one (1) continuous thirty 
(30) day period each calendar year.  The temporary structure shall not create a traffic, fire 
or pedestrian hazard and all goods shall be located within the temporary structure. 

 
D. On-site construction debris shall be stored in an enclosed container so that debris is not 

spread to any neighboring properties or streets.  Any materials and/or debris cleared from 
the building site shall be disposed of properly, pursuant to applicable regulations. 
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E. A Single Temporary Storage Container may be allowed for a period of 30 days or less 

without a Zoning Certificate.  These shall not be placed in any right-of-way and shall not 
become a safety hazard.   

 
F. All temporary structures not mentioned in this Section shall require a permit and 

bond/escrow to cover removal and shall be removed within six months of the date of the 
zoning permit. 

 
G. A Temporary Structure/Living Quarters may be placed upon a lot where a single-family 

home is under construction.  A Bond or Escrow shall be required prior to placement of 
structure.  Structure shall be approved by the Health Department and all required setbacks 
shall be maintained.  Structure shall be removed within 18 months of placement or upon 
substantial completion of the dwelling, whichever occurs first. 

 
1415  YARD/GARAGE SALE 
Any individual or family may conduct no more than four (4) yard or garage sales within any 
consecutive twelve (12) month period not to exceed five (5) consecutive days.  Items displayed for 
sale shall not encroach into the right-of-way at any time.  A zoning certificate is not required for a 
garage sale. 
 
1416  MOTOR VEHICLE SALVAGE YARDS 
 

1416.01  Submission Requirements 
 
A. The applicant shall provide a complete and accurate legal description of the entire 

site. 
 
B. A site plan meeting all provisions of Section 1702.02 shall be submitted. The plan 

shall also indicate the storage areas, driveways, fencing, and landscape material. 
 

1416.02  Storage 
All loading and unloading of vehicles/parts and/or temporary storage of these items shall 
occur within the salvage yard behind the required fencing and out of view from the public. 

 
1416.03  Licensing 

All motor vehicle salvage yards shall be licensed as required by Chapter 4737 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 

 
1416.04  Fencing and Screening 

Any area used as a motor vehicle salvage yard or junk yard shall be effectively screened on 
all sides by means of walls, fences, and plantings.  Walls or fences shall be a minimum of 
eight (8') feet in height and a maximum of ten (10') feet in height with no advertising 
thereon. Storage of materials shall not exceed this height.  A strip of land not less than 
fifteen (15') feet in width on the perimeter of the yard shall be planted and maintained 
with evergreen hedges or other plant material with year-round foliage.  The plant material 
shall be equal to or greater than the height of the fence or wall at the time of planting. 
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1416.05  Yard Requirements 
 
A. Front Yard:  

There shall be a front yard of not less than fifty (50') feet, but where such a yard is 
opposite an Agricultural District or Residential District, it shall be a minimum of one 
hundred (100') feet and the first twenty-five (25') feet thereof shall be used only 
for landscaping purposes. 

 
B. Side Yard: 

There shall be a side yard of not less than twenty-five (25') feet, but where abutting 
an Agricultural District or Residential District, it shall be a minimum of fifty (50') 
feet.  Storage of materials and parking of vehicles is prohibited in a side yard. 

 
C. Rear Yard: 

There shall be a rear yard of not less than fifty (50') feet, but where such a yard is 
abutting an Agricultural District or Residential District, it shall be a minimum of one 
hundred (100') feet. 

 
1416.06  Pavement 

All roadways internal to the site shall be paved and maintained to minimize dust. 
 
1417  TREATMENT OF SEWAGE 
  

A. Sewage plants, package treatment plants, or central treatment plants shall be fully 
housed in conformity with the development of the surrounding area.  Prior to issuance of 
zoning certificate, plans must be submitted to the Zoning Commission for approval. 

 
B. Untreated sewage sludge (i.e. human waste) shall not be applied to any land within the 

Township for purposes of disposal, sanitary landfill, soil improvement or fertilizer.  
Nothing in this Resolution is intended to prevent an owner/lessee from applying animal 
manure, commercial fertilizer, or organic vegetable wastes to his cropland. 
 

 
1418  PRIVATE SPORTS COURTS 
A private sports court shall be allowed in any Agricultural or Residential District as an accessory 
use, and provided the following conditions and requirements are complied with: 

 
A. Submit a site plan of the court location to the Zoning Inspector, together with approval of 

any public utility companies affected by any right-of-way or easement encroachments. 
 

B. The court area shall not exceed 7,200 sq. ft. in area (60 ft by 120 ft.) 
 

C. The court is intended and is to be used solely for the enjoyment of the occupants of the 
principal use of the property on which it is located for sports like tennis, basketball, and 
other similar sports that require a hard surface court. 
 

D. The court may not be located, including any walks or paved areas, closer than 10 feet to 
any property line of the property on which it is located. 
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A. If any non-conforming building, structure, or mobile, manufactured or modular home is 
destroyed by any means to the extent or more than sixty (60%) percent of the cost of 
replacement of such structure, exclusive of foundation, it shall not be rebuilt, restored, or 
reoccupied for any use unless it conforms to all regulations of this Resolution and the 
following conditions: 

 
1. A Zoning Certificate for such restoration shall be first obtained within one (1) year of 

such damage or destruction; 
 
2. Such repair shall not cause a new or additional non-conformity and such repair shall not 

increase the size, dimension or intensity of the non-conformity that existed prior to such 
damage or destruction. 

 
1504  PRIOR ZONING APPROVALS 
Any zoning or land use approval granted prior to the adoption of this amended Resolution shall 
remain in effect pursuant to the provisions of the Section and terms of such approval.  Any 
changes to the approved zoning or site plan shall require re-submittal of the zoning or site plan 
request and shall meet all requirements of this amended Resolution. 

 
1505  REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE 
On any non-conforming structure or portion thereof containing a non-conforming use, work may 
be done on ordinary maintenance repairs, or on repair or replacement of non-bearing walls, 
fixtures, wiring, or plumbing, provided the cubic content that existed when it became non-
conforming shall not be increased.  Nothing in this section shall be deemed to prevent the 
strengthening or restoring to a safe condition of any building or part thereof declared to be 
unsafe by any official charged with protecting the public safety, upon order of such official.  
Where appropriate, a Zoning Certificate for such activities shall be required. 
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SECTION 16 
SIGNS AND OUTDOOR ADVERTISING 

 
1600  PURPOSE 
This section provides standards for signs in New Russia Township.  These standards are to provide 
for public health and safety, pedestrian, and traffic safety, and to control adverse effects of signs 
on public and private property; and (where legislatively permitted) to provide for the general 
welfare of the public. 
 
1601  SIGN DEFINITIONS 
 

Abandoned Sign:  A sign or sign structure which no longer identifies or advertises a 
business, service, owner, product, or activity, or is in disrepair.  Such signs and sign 
structures shall be removed within 30 days of notice to the property owner by the Zoning 
Inspector. 
 
Animated Sign:  A sign or display manifesting either kinetic or illusionary motion occasioned 
by natural, manual, mechanical, electrical, or other means of power.  Such signs have lights 
or illuminations that change the visual image depicted, including visual images that may 
flash, move, rotate, flicker, depict action, or create a scene, blink, vary in intensity or color, 
or use intermittent electrical impulses, scrolling text or a sign which has revolving, or 
rotating parts or other visible mechanical movements.  An Animated Sign does not include 
a changeable copy sign. 
 
Area Identification Sign:  A sign which identifies a subdivision or a group of buildings 
whether residential, commercial, or industrial. 
 
Awning/Canopy Sign:  A sign attached to an awning covering a doorway, window, or face 
of the building.  Awning/canopy signs are wall signs, as provided for in Section 1607. 
 
Banner Sign:  A temporary sign display including a sign on a flag, strip of lightweight 
material, paper, cloth, or fabric which may be located on the ground or attached to a 
building, another sign, or any other structure. Banner signs may not be displayed for more 
than 120 days per year total.  
 
Billboard: (see Off-Premise Sign) 
 
Building Face or Wall:  All window and wall area of a building in one plane or elevation. 
 
Building Frontage:  The length of the outside building wall along a right-of-way. 
 
Changeable Copy Sign:  A sign, or portion thereof with letters, numbers, or illustrations 
that can be periodically manually changed or rearranged without altering the underlying or 
supportive face of or surface of the sign. 
 
Clearance of Sign:  The smallest vertical distance between the grade of the adjacent street, 
highway, or street curb and the lowest point of any sign, including its framework extending 
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G. The following regulations shall apply to Electronic Message Centers: 

 
1. No more than one (1) Electronic Message Center attached to a permitted-on premise 

freestanding Sign shall be allowed per property. 
 
2. Each Message displayed on an Electronic Message Center must be static and must be 

depicted for a minimum of eight (8) seconds.  When a Message is changed, the change 
shall occur within three (3) seconds.  The continuous scrolling of Messages is 
prohibited. 

 
3. All Electronic Message Centers shall have a dimming device for day/night operation.  

The illumination shall not create excessive brightness and/or pose a safety hazard to 
the public. 

 
4. No freestanding Electronic Message Center shall exceed fifty (50%) percent of the total 

allowable square footage for any on premise freestanding sign. 
 
5. The addition of any Electronic Message Center to any Non-Conforming freestanding 

sign is prohibited. 
 

1603  PROHIBITED SIGNS 
The following types of Signs are prohibited in all districts: 

 
A. Abandoned Signs 
 
B. Animated Signs 
 
C. Balloon Signs  
 
D. Blinking Signs  
 
E. Flashing Signs  
 
F. Inflatable Signs  
 
G. Moving Signs  
 
H. Reflective Signs  
 
I. Rotating Signs  
 
J. Scrolling Signs  
 
K. Signs attached or painted on trees, rocks, or natural features.  
 
L. Signs in the right-of-way. 
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parking area is located next to an existing parking area or on another parcel, the 
method of circulation, if any, between the two areas. 

 
L. A site plan with a proposed drive-thru window operation shall indicate where the 

vehicle will be lined-up and how many vehicles can be stored at one time while 
waiting to use the order board and drive-thru window. 

 
M. Color exterior building elevation(s) visible from all abutting streets and highways. 
 
N. The site plan shall include a photometric plan showing the existing and proposed 

lighting, both freestanding and on the building.  Wall pack lighting on the building 
shall be shielded.  All freestanding lighting shall be shoebox style with no 
glare.  Pole height shall be a maximum of 20 feet. When abutting a residential or 
agricultural district, light splash shall be zero (0) at all lot lines that border those 
districts. 

 
1703  APPROVAL PROCEDURE 
 

A. Site plans shall be submitted to the Zoning Inspector.  Site plans shall not be circulated for 
review and recommendation unless all required information is submitted and/or indicated 
on the site plan. 

 
B. The applicant shall be aware that there are other governmental agencies that application 

will need to be made to for review and recommendations. 
 
C. Once all recommendations have been received, the Zoning Inspector shall transmit the site 

plan and recommendations to the Zoning Commission for review and approval or denial. 
 
D. As part of the site plan review, a bond, escrow, or other suitable guarantee to ensure the 

implementation of site improvements may be required by the Zoning Commission. 
 
E. Changes to the approved site plan may require resubmittal for review pursuant to this 

Section.  The Zoning Inspector may administratively approve changes to the approved plan 
provided the change(s) in the plan do not: 

 
1. Result in an increase in the number of units; 
2. Encroach materially into the setback areas; 
3. Encroach into the parking areas so as to cause an alteration in the layout of the access 

drives or provisions for additional parking spaces; 
4. Create a large building mass either through an increase in its height, length, or width 

that would magnify its effect on the adjoining areas; 
5. Alter specific conditions approved by the Zoning Commission. 
 

1704  EXPIRATION AND EXTENSION OF SITE PLAN APPROVAL 
If construction of any phase of the approved site plan begins within two (2) years after approval is 
granted, the approval shall be valid until the development is completed.  If no construction has 
begun within two (2) years after the approval is granted, the site plan shall be void. An extension 
of the time limit may be approved by the Zoning Commission. 
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Popl 

1803  MAINTENANCE AND REPLACEMENT REQUIREMENTS 
The lot owner shall be responsible for the maintenance of all landscaping.  The following 
requirements shall apply: 
 

A. Landscape material shall not interfere with public utilities, restrict pedestrian or vehicular 
access, or otherwise constitute a traffic hazard. 

 
B. Within two years of installation (or incorporation of existing vegetation), trees, shrubs, 

ground covers and other plant materials shall be replaced if they fail to thrive. 
 
C. Replacement plants shall conform to the approved plan.  Dead or unhealthy plants shall 

be replaced within the next planting season. 
 
D. Reasonable care should be taken to ensure that landscaping areas are well maintained 

and kept free of overgrown weeds and dead plants.  This includes the trimming and 
upkeep of Landscaping areas so that any plants do not become overgrown. 

 
E. As part of the Site Plan, a bond, escrow, or other suitable guarantee shall be filed with the 

Zoning Inspector to ensure the landscape material is installed and maintained for a two 
(2) year period.  No Zoning Permit shall be issued until the bond, escrow or other suitable 
guarantee is received. 
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1901.06  Drainage 
All parking spaces, driveways, entrances, exits, circulation and maneuvering areas and 
interior lanes, shall be graded and drained to dispose of surface water which might 
accumulate within or upon such area, and shall be designed to prevent the excess drainage 
of surface water onto adjacent properties, walkways, or onto the public roads. Adequate 
arrangements shall be made to ensure acceptable diversion to an adequate storm water 
drainage system. 

  
1901.07  Striping 

All parking areas in nonresidential districts shall be marked with paint lines, curbs, or some 
other manner approved by the Zoning Inspector, and shall be clearly identified. 

 
1901.08  Maintenance 

Parking areas shall be maintained in good condition and free of dust, trash, or other debris. 
 

1901.09  Signs 
Where necessary in nonresidential districts, entrances, exits, and the intended circulation 
pattern of the parking area shall be clearly marked. 

 
1901.10  Parking of Commercial Vehicles 

Truck tractors and/or truck trailers, dump trucks, and other vehicles with a gross vehicle 
weight of 12,000 lbs. or greater shall not be parked, stored, or kept in front of the principal 
building on any parcel in any agricultural or residential district except when making 
deliveries.  Vehicles used for agricultural purposes are exempt from this section. 

 
1901.11  Shared Parking 

Two (2) or more non-residential uses may jointly provide and use parking spaces when the 
hours of operation do not normally overlap, provided that a written agreement is 
submitted and the request is first approved by the Board of Zoning Appeals. 

 
1901.12  Parking of Vehicles for Sale 

The parking of any vehicle for sale shall be prohibited on any undeveloped parcel or any 
parcel which does not have a use occurring on the site with the exception of a used car 
sales lot. Any vehicle for sale shall not project into the right-of-way, shall not interfere with 
vision of traffic, and shall not create a safety hazard.  There may be only one (1) vehicle for 
sale at any time on a parcel and personal sales of vehicles may not exceed five (5) vehicles 
per year. 

 
1902  DETERMINATION OF REQUIRED SPACES 
In computing the number of parking spaces required by this Resolution, the following shall apply: 

 
A. Whenever there is more than one type of use on a parcel, the area allocated for each 

specific use must be identified. 
 

B. Each separate or distinct use on the site shall meet its own specific parking space 
requirements.  Any proposed use on a site which cannot satisfy the parking requirements 
shall be strictly prohibited. 
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One for each thirty (30) square feet of gross floor area of the auditorium or 
assembly space. 
 

D. Automobile car wash, automatic, self-service: 
Two per site. 
A washing space is not a parking space. 
 

E. Automotive repair: 
Two per bay. 
A service bay is not a parking space. 
 

F. Automobile sales: 
One for each 5,000 square feet of developed lot area used for vehicle display and 
one for each 300 square feet of gross floor area. 
 

G. Bank or financial institution: 
One for every 200 square feet of floor area. 
 

H. Barber and beauty shop: 
One for every 200 square feet of gross floor area. 
 

I. Bowling Alley: 
Five per alley or lane. 
 

J. Funeral Home: 
One for every 150 square feet of gross floor area. 
 

K. General Office: 
One for each 300 square feet of gross floor area. 
 

L. Golf Course: 
Five (5) for each hole. 
 

M. Hotel or motel: 
One per guest room. 
 

N. Medical or Dental Office or Clinic: 
One for each 200 square feet of gross floor area. 
 

O. Meeting or Reception Hall: 
One for every 75 square feet of gross floor area. 
 

P. Outdoor recreation: 
One for every 500 square feet of use area. 
 

Q. Retail: 
One (1) for each 250 square feet of gross floor area. 
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R. Restaurant or tavern: 
One (1) for each 75 square feet of gross floor area or one (1) for each 125 square 
feet of gross floor area when located within a multi-tenant building. 
 

S. Salvage Yard: 
Five spaces per acre.  
 

T. Self-service storage facility: 
Four plus one space per employee. 
 

U. Any other type of commercial use: 
One for each 250 square feet of gross floor area. 

 
1903.03  Institutional Uses 

 
A. Church or place of worship: 

One for each forty square feet of gross seating area of the sanctuary, auditorium, 
or main place of worship, whichever has the greater area. 
 

B. Club or lodge: 
One for every five members. 
 

C. Correctional Facilities: 
One for every two beds. 
 

D. Day Care Facility: 
One space per 250 square feet of gross floor area. 
 

E. Elementary school (K-9): 
Two per classroom and one for each sixty square feet of gross floor area in the 
auditorium or assembly hall. 
 

F. Hospital: 
One space for every four beds. 
 

G. Library, museum, or art gallery: 
Ten plus one for each 300 square feet of gross floor area in excess of 2000 square 
feet. 

 
1903.03  Industrial Uses 

 
A. Manufacturing, Utility, Research, and Development Facilities: 

One per one and one-half employees. 
 

B. Truck Terminal: 
One space per loading dock. 
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1904  OFF-STREET AREAS WITH DRIVE-UP/DRIVE-THRU SERVICE 
Establishments shall provide off-street vehicle storage areas in accordance with the following 
requirements: 

 
A. Restaurants, drive-thru convenience stores, and other similar commercial establishments 

that can normally serve customers in three minutes or less shall provide no less than five 
(5) vehicle storage spaces per window, not including the space at the window.  Drive-in 
restaurants and other similar uses which require an additional stopping point for ordering 
shall provide a minimum of three (3) additional storage spaces for each stopping point. 

 
B. Other commercial establishments such as banks, savings and loan offices, or other similar 

facilities with service or money windows shall provide no less than four (4) storage spaces 
per window. 

 
C. Self-serve automobile washing facilities shall provide no less than four (4) stacking spaces 

per stall.  All other automobile washing facilities shall provide a minimum of eight (8) 
stacking spaces per entrance. 

 
D. Motor vehicle service stations shall provide no less than two (2) stacking spaces for each 

accessible side of a gasoline pump island.  Gasoline pumps shall not be located closer than 
fifteen (15) feet to any right-of-way line. 

 
1905  PARKING SPACE REQUIREMENTS 
The number of off-street parking spaces required for various uses shall be no less than the 
minimum set forth.  For unique cases, to prevent an overabundance of non-necessary parking, an 
applicant may submit the reason in writing to the Board of Zoning Appeals for a determination. 
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SECTION 22 
ENFORCEMENT 

 
2200  ZONING INSPECTOR 
The Zoning Inspector shall be appointed by the Board of Township Trustees and shall have the 
following responsibilities: 
 

A. Review applications for Zoning Permits, Site Plan Review, Conditional Uses, and Zoning 
Changes. 

 
B. On-Site Inspections. 
 
C. Investigation of violations and enforcement of this Resolution.  Issue stop orders to non-

permitted construction activity. 
 
D. Maintain records of zoning activity including non-conforming and Conditional Uses. 

 
2201  ZONING PERMIT REQUIRED 
No building or other structure, including temporary structure, shall be constructed, moved, added 
to, altered, nor shall any building, structure, or land be established or changed in use without a 
Zoning Permit issued by the Zoning Inspector.  Zoning Permits shall be issued only in conformity 
with the provisions of this Resolution unless the Zoning Inspector receives a written order from 
the Board of Zoning Appeals deciding an appeal or variance.  Zoning Permits may be issued for the 
following: 
 

2201.01  Construction 
Before any structure, as defined in this Resolution is built, erected, enlarged, or placed on 
a property, a Zoning Certificate shall be required.  The Zoning Inspector shall issue a 
Zoning Permit when satisfied that according to the information submitted by the 
applicant, the proposed structure will conform to all requirements of this Resolution. 
 

2201.02  Change of Use/Occupancy 
When the use of a property or a building or structure changes, or a new business occupies 
an existing structure, a Zoning Permit is required.  The Zoning Inspector shall issue a 
Zoning Permit when the requirements of this Resolution are met. 

 
2201.03  Signs 

Before any sign, except those exempted in this Resolution, may be placed, constructed, or 
structurally altered, on or attached to a building, or on a parcel of land, a Zoning Permit is 
required. 

 
2202  APPROVAL OF ZONING PERMIT 
Within twenty (20) days after the receipt of an application for a Zoning Permit, the Zoning 
Inspector shall either approve or disapprove the application in conformance with the provisions of 
this Resolution.  All Zoning Permits shall, however, be conditional upon the commencement of 
work within twelve (12) months.  If the work described in any Zoning Permit has not begun within 
twelve (12) months from the date of issuance thereof, said Zoning Permit shall expire.  All Zoning 
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Permits shall expire if the project is not substantially completed within thirty (30) months. The 
Zoning Permit may be renewed subject to filing of a new application and associated fees. 
 
2203  ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES 
 

A. This Resolution shall be enforced by the Board of Township Trustees or such enforcement 
officer as may be designated by the Board of Township Trustees.  No Zoning Certificate(s) 
may be issued if the building or use currently is or would be in violation of any of the 
provisions of this Resolution except in those cases where it is being obtained to remedy an 
existing violation on the property. 

 
B. Except as expressly provided in this Resolution, it shall be unlawful to locate, erect, 

construct, reconstruct, enlarge, structurally alter, or use any building or structure or use 
and land without obtaining a Zoning Permit. 

 
C. Any Zoning Permit issued upon a false statement of any fact which is material to the 

issuance thereof shall be void.  Whenever the fact of such false statement shall be 
established to the satisfaction of the Board of Township Trustees, the Zoning Permit shall 
be revoked by notice in writing to be delivered to the holder of the void Zoning Permit upon 
the premises concerned, or in case such holder be not found there, by posting the said 
notice of revocation in some conspicuous place upon the said premises.  Any person who 
proceeds, thereafter, with such work or use without having obtained a new Zoning Permit, 
in accordance with this Resolution, shall be deemed guilty of violation thereof. 

 
D. In case any building is located, erected, constructed, reconstructed, enlarged, changed, 

maintained or used, or any land is or is proposed to be used in violation of this Resolution, 
the Board of Township Trustees, the County Prosecutor, the Township Zoning Inspector, or 
any adjacent or neighboring property owner who would be especially damaged by such 
violation, in addition to other remedies provided by law, may institute injunction, 
mandamus, abatement, or any other appropriate action or proceedings to prevent, enjoin, 
abate, or remove such unlawful location, erection, construction, reconstruction, 
enlargement, change, maintenance, or use. 

 
E. Any person, firm, or corporation violating any provision of this Resolution shall be deemed 

guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not more than five 
hundred dollars ($500.00).  Each and every day, during which illegal location, erection, 
construction, reconstruction, enlargement, change, maintenance, or use continues, may be 
deemed a separate offense. 

 
F. Failure to obtain a Zoning Permit shall result in paying a penalty fee as established by the 

Board of Township Trustees. 
 
G. If any structure is placed or constructed without a Zoning Permit, the Zoning Inspector has 

the authority to issue a stop order and pursue enforcement of the violation. 
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2204  SCHEDULE OF FEES, CHARGES, AND EXPENSES 
The Board of Township Trustees shall, by Resolution, establish a schedule of fees, charges, and 
expenses and a collection procedure for Zoning Permits, amendments, appeals, variances, 
conditional use permits, site plan approvals, and other matters pertaining to the administration 
and enforcement of this Resolution requiring investigations, inspections, legal advertising, 
postage, and other expenses. The schedule of fees shall be available in the office of the Zoning 
Inspector and may be amended only by the Board of Township Trustees.  No Zoning Permit will be 
issued until the appropriate fee has been paid. No hearing or appeal will be conducted until the 
fee has been paid. 
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SECTION 23 
ZONING COMMISSION 

 
2300  NEW RUSSIA TOWNSHIP ZONING COMMISSION 
The New Russia Township Zoning Commission shall be composed of five (5) members who reside 
in the unincorporated area of New Russia Township and who shall be appointed by the Board of 
Township Trustees.  Vacancies shall be appointed by the Board of Township Trustees for any 
unexpired term.  The Board of Trustees may appoint alternate members in accordance with the 
provisions of ORC 519.04. 
 
2301  ORGANIZATION 
The Zoning Commission shall organize and keep a written record of its actions and 
determinations, adopt rules and procedures to effectively carry out duties and obligations, all of 
which shall be filed in the office of the Township Fiscal Officer and shall be a public record. 
 
2302  MEETINGS 
At the annual organizational meeting, the Zoning Commission shall elect a Chairperson, Vice-
Chairperson, and Secretary for a term of one (1) year.  There shall be a fixed place of the meeting 
and all meetings shall be open to the public.  The Zoning Commission shall keep a record of its 
proceedings showing the action of the Zoning Commission and showing the vote of each member 
on each request considered.  All recommendations of the Zoning Commission shall be filed in the 
Township Hall and shall be a public record.  A quorum to conduct a meeting shall consist of at 
least three (3) members of the Zoning Commission. 
 
2303  DUTIES OF THE ZONING COMMISSION 
The Township Zoning Commission shall have the following authority: 
 

A. Initiate proposed amendments to the Zoning Resolution and zoning map; 
 
B. Consider, review, and recommend all proposed amendments to the Board of Township 

Trustees; 
 
C. Consider, review, and approve or deny all site plan reviews.  See Section 17. 
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Clinic: A building designed and used for the diagnosis and treatment of human patients that 
does not include overnight care facilities. 

 
Club: Buildings or facilities occupied for social, educational, or recreational purposes, but not 

primarily for profit or for rendering a service that is customarily carried on as business 
and not open to the public. 

 
Commercial Vehicle:  A cab, limousine, truck, truck trailer or other vehicle with a total maximum 

gross vehicle weight of three (3) tons or greater and is used or designed to be used for 
business or commercial purposes. 

 
Community or Club Swimming Pools:  A community or club swimming pool shall be any pool 

constructed by an association of lot owners, or by a private club for use and enjoyment 
by members of the association or club. 

 
Conservation Area: Areas having significant natural vegetation, wildlife, or physical features. 
 
Contractor Yard:  A place used for the storage of heavy equipment, commercial vehicles and 

materials used for construction or maintenance purposes. 
 
Crematorium:  A facility where a dead human or animal corpse is cremated. 
 
Day Care Facilities:  A building or part thereof other than a permanent residence which administers 

to the needs of children or adults providing social, recreational, or educational 
activities on a daily basis with no provisions for resident care. 

 
Density:  The number of dwelling units permitted per net acre of land (excluding right-of-way). 
 
Design Standards:  A set of guidelines defining parameters to be followed in site and/or building 

design and development. 
 
Detention/Retention Basin:  A facility separate and distinct from a lake or pond and for the 

temporary storage of storm water runoff.  
 
Detention Pond: An artificially formed structure designed to hold storm water runoff, detaining it 

for a period of time before ultimately slowly discharging the water downstream. 
Detention ponds are designed to complement large scale residential, commercial and 
industrial developments. Detention ponds must be designed and constructed to the 
specifications of a licensed professional engineer and the engineering plans must be 
reviewed and approved by the respective authorized agencies. 

 
Development:  All structures and other modifications of the natural landscape above and below 

ground or water, on a particular site. 
 
Distribution Center:  The storage, wholesale, and distribution of manufactured products, supplies, 

and equipment. 
 
Drive-Thru Facility:  An establishment that by design, and/or service, permits customers to receive 
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services. 
 
Internet Café:  A place or restaurant that provides internet access to the public, usually for a fee.  

These businesses usually provide snacks and drinks, hence the café in the name.  The 
fee for using a computer is usually charged as a time-based rate.  This use does not 
include viewing or ability to view pornographic or sexually oriented materials and does 
not include internet sweepstakes establishments. 

  
Internet Sweepstakes Establishment:  An establishment that promotes the sale of prepaid internet 

timecards, phone cards or similar devise to retail customers in varying amounts for use 
at its business location which entitle each cardholder to participate in sweepstakes.  
The sweepstakes system allows a customer to use a phone card, internet timecards or 
similar device at a game terminal to browse the internet or participate in games which 
reveal sweepstakes entries, prizes, prize values or the like.  Internet Sweepstakes 
Establishments are not permitted in any zoning district. 

 
Kennel:  An establishment to operate a facility housing more than three (3) dogs, cats, or other 

household pets, over four (4) months of age, where grooming, breeding, boarding, 
training, or selling of animals is conducted. 

 
Lake: A body of water at least five (5) acres in surface area. 
 
Landfill: A site for the disposal of solid waste in a manner that minimizes environmental hazards 

by spreading or compacting to the smallest volume and applying cover material over 
all exposed waste at the end of each operation day. 

 
Landscape Contractor:  A business principally engaged in providing landscape services, including 

construction, soil preparation, and planting. The business may also include growing and 
selling nursery stock and may include property maintenance services including yard 
mowing, landscape maintenance, tree trimming, and/or snow plowing. 

 
Landscape Strip:  An area of land located along the right-of-way which contains decorative 

treatments, such as fencing or walls, and natural features, such as lawns, trees, plants, 
or mulch. 

 
Laundry, Self-service:  A business that provides washing, drying, and/or ironing machines for hire 

to be used by customers on the premises. 
 
Limousine/Taxi Fleet Service: The commercial business of providing motor vehicles for carrying or 

transportation of passengers for a fixed charge or fee or offering a vehicle with driver 
for a fixed charge or fee.  This does not include private transportation services from 
third party ride services. 

 
Lot:  A parcel of land. 
 
Lot (corner):  A lot with frontage on and at the intersection of the rights-of-way of two or more 

streets. 
 
Lot (interior):  An interior lot is a lot other than a corner lot. 
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Personal Service:  A business that provides services such as hair care, shoe repair, laundry mat, dry 
cleaning, travel agency, beauty salon, and other similar activities. 

 
Personal Solar Panel:  A solar panel or panels designed to provide solar electricity to a single 

dwelling.  This shall be considered an accessory structure and shall be subject to all 
applicable accessory structure regulations. 

 
Plant Nursery:  The cultivation of crops, fruit trees, nursery stock, and garden products or similar 

plant materials outside or within greenhouses. 
 
Pond: An artificially formed body of water with a minimum surface area of one-quarter (1/4) 

acre and a maximum surface area not to exceed five (5) acres.  Ponds are intended to 
serve as a permanent reservoir of water serving aesthetic desires and/or as an activity 
center for year-round use. Such ponds are to be designed for year-round enjoyment 
and to further such activities such as wildlife habitats, swimming, fishing, ice skating, 
etc. 

 
Principal Use:  The main use of land or structures, as distinguished from a secondary or accessory 

use. 
 
Principal Building:  A building in which the primary use of the lot on which the building is located is 

conducted. 
 
Private Place:  A duly approved and platted private thoroughfare other than a public street 

permanently reserved as the principal means of access to abutting property and/or 
platted lots in a subdivision. 

 
Professional Office:  Establishments that may cater to a specific professional service such as outpatient 

medical/dental offices, insurance agencies, real estate offices, travel agencies, and other 
similar activities. 

 
Professional/Trade School:  A facility that provides a curriculum for an occupation, skill, or trade.  
 
Public Use: Any land, use or activity owned and operated by a public agency such as a post office, 

government building/structure, school, police or fire station, open space, or park. 
 
Public Way:  Means an alley, avenue, boulevard, bridge, channel, ditch, easement, expressway, 

freeway, highway, land, parkway, right-of-way, road, sidewalk, street, subway, tunnel, 
viaduct, walk, bicycle path or other ways in which the public or a public entity have a 
right, or which are dedicated, whether improved or not. 

 
Recreational Facilities: 

Indoor: Public or private facilities including bowling alley, racquetball courts, tennis 
courts, basketball courts, swimming pools, ice skating rinks, firing range, exercise 
facilities, arcade. 

 
Outdoor: Public or private facilities including golf courses, driving ranges, swimming 
pools, ice skating rinks, riding stables, racetracks, carnivals, campgrounds, tennis courts 
or basketball courts. 
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Yard, Front: A yard extending along the full width of the lot between side lot lines and from the 
front lot line to the front building line. 

 
Yard, Rear: A yard extending across the full width of the lot between the side lot lines and lying 

between the rear lot line and the nearest wall of the main building. Rear yard depth 
shall be measured from the rear building wall to the nearest point of the rear lot line. 

 
Yard, Side: A yard lying between the side lot line of the lot and the nearest building wall of the 

main building, between the front yard and the rear yard. 
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